
Professionals You Trust with Your Children’s Health Agree 
that Myopia Needs to be Treated, Not just Corrected.

Treat this disease seriously,  
treat it early.
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“Myopia needs our focus now,” said Richard L. Abbott, MD, leader of the 
Academy’s Myopia Task Force. “Kids who develop myopia early in life and progress 
to high myopia face an uncertain future. They have a 50 percent greater risk of 
glaucoma, they are 17 percent more likely to need cataract surgery, and have a 6 
times greater risk of retinal detachment and retinal tears.”
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Statement of Endorsement: Guidance for the Clinician in Rendering Pediatric Care 

Reducing the Global Burden of Myopia by Delaying the Onset of Myopia and Reducing 
Myopic Progression in Children

Whereas simply correcting the refractive error is no longer sufficient, and myopia 
management should not be optional, and rather be an obligation of optometrists;


